
What was the Great Fire of 
London? 

The Great Fire of London is a signifi-
cant event in British history that hap-
pened beyond living memory. It hap-
pened between 2

nd
 – 5

th
 September 

1666. It was a huge fire that burned 
down over 13,000 homes. There are 
lots of causes as to why the fire was 
so large, mostly to do with the way 
that houses were built. 

Vocabulary 

London The capital city of Eng-
land. The city in which 
we live. 

River Thames The main river running 
through London and the 
longest river in the UK. 

Stuart Period Period of time from 
1603 to 1714 where the 
Stuart family reigned 
over Britain. 

Bakery A place that bakes food 
such as, bread, cakes 
and pies in an oven. 

Jettying When the upper floor of 
a building which sticks 
out over the floor below. 

Firebreak When a building was 
torn down to make a 
gap so the fire could not 
continue. 

Fire fighting Fighting involves equip-
ment and strategies to 
control a fire. 

Gunpowder A black, explosive pow-
der used to blow up 
houses to prevent 
spread of the Great 
Fire. 

Diary A book in which people 
write a daily record of 
events. 

Key London Landmarks 

London Bridge The closest bridge to 
Pudding Lane, dam-
aged during the fire. 

Tower of London Protected from the 
fire by its large cur-
tain walls, the White 
Tower was com-
pletely untouched by 
the flames. 

St Paul’s Cathedral Famous cathedral in 
the centre of Lon-
don. Destroyed by 
the Great Fire and 
rebuilt by Wren. 

Monument A stone column 
topped with an urn of 
golden fire, built to 
remember those who 
fought, died and 
survived during the 
Great Fire. 
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